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Introduction

New Features and Improvements in Sibelius 2023.2
Sibelius 2023.2 provides the following new features, changes, and improvements:

• Independent Layout Marks and Note Spacing in Score Subsets

• Improvements for Tuplets

• Move objects on staves without affecting other staves with Dynamic Guitar Staves

• ManuScript language improvements

System Requirements and Compatibility Information
Avid® can only assure compatibility and provide support for hardware and software it has tested and approved. 

For complete system requirements and a list of qualified computers, operating systems, hard drives, and third-party devices, visit:

www.avid.com/compatibility

Version Compatibility
Sibelius 2019.9 was the last version of Sibelius to support macOS 10.10 “Yosemite” and macOS X 10.11 “El Capitan,” and 
Sibelius 2022.12 was the last version of Sibelius to support macOS 10.12 “Sierra.” It is recommended that you upgrade to macOS 
10.13 “High Sierra” or later to maintain compatibility with current versions of Sibelius.

We recommend that you upgrade to Windows 10 or later to maintain compatibility with current versions of Sibelius. To find out 
more about migrating to Windows 10, visit www.microsoft.com.

If you are using an older version of Sibelius and are upgrading to macOS “Catalina” or Windows 10, we recommend that you up-
grade and stay current with the latest version Sibelius as well.

Conventions Used in Sibelius Documentation
Sibelius documentation uses the following conventions to indicate menu choices, keyboard commands, and mouse commands:
:

The names of Commands, Options, and Settings that appear on-screen are in a different font.

Convention Action

File > Save Choose Save from the File tab

Control+N Hold down the Control key and press the N key

Control-click Hold down the Control key and click the mouse but-
ton

Right-click Click with the right mouse button
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The following symbols are used to highlight important information:

How to Use this PDF Guide
This PDF provides the following useful features:

• The Bookmarks on the left serve as a continuously visible table of contents. Click on a subject heading to jump to that page.

• Click a + symbol to expand that heading to show subheadings. Click the – symbol to collapse a subheading.

• The Table of Contents provides active links to their pages. Select the hand cursor, allow it to hover over the heading until it turns 
into a finger. Then click to locate to that subject and page.

• All cross references in blue are active links. Click to follow the reference.

• Select Find from the Edit menu to search for a subject.

• When viewing this PDF on an iPad, it is recommended that you open the file using iBooks to take advantage of active links within 
the document. When viewing the PDF in Safari, touch the screen, then touch Open in “iBooks”.

Resources
The Avid website (www.avid.com) is your best online source for information to help you get the most out of Sibelius. 

Account Activation
Create an Avid Master Account at:

www.avid.com/account

Product Registration
Register your purchase online at:

www.avid.com/register

Product Downloads
Download software, updates, documentation, and other resources from:

my.avid.com/products

Support and Downloads
Contact Avid Customer Success (technical support), download software updates and the latest online manuals, browse the Compatibil-
ity documents for system requirements, search the online Knowledge Base or join the worldwide Avid user community on the User Con-
ference.

www.avid.com/support

User Tips are helpful hints for getting the most from Sibelius.

Important Notices include information that could affect data or the performance of Sibelius.

Shortcuts show you useful keyboard or mouse shortcuts.

Cross References point to related sections in this guide and other Avid documentation.
 Introduction
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Get Started Fast
Visit the Get Started Fast with Sibelius YouTube channel.

Get Started Fast with Sibelius

Training and Education
Study on your own using courses available online, find out how you can learn in a classroom setting at an Avid-certified training center, 
or view video tutorials and webinars.

www.avid.com/education

Products and Developers
Learn about Avid products, download demo software, or learn about our Development Partners and their plug-ins, applications, and 
hardware.

www.avid.com/products
 Introduction
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New Features and Improvements in Sibelius 2023.2

Independent Layout Marks and Note Spacing in Score Subsets
Sibelius now lets you apply independent layout marks and note spacing in score subsets.

Independent Layout Marks
In the previous version of Sibelius, when adding layout marks (such as system breaks, page breaks and so on) each one would be 
inherited across the full score and each score subset. Sibelius now lets you apply these independently between the full score and dif-
ferent subsets, so adding a break in either a subset or the in full score only appears in that view of the score. This is similar to how 
layout marks work in Dynamic Parts.

Copy Layouts Between Full Scores and Subsets
When opening your scores created in 2022.12 with Score Subsets, Sibelius locks the format of the subsets so they retain their ex-
isting layout. You can reset this by opening the subset, going to Command Search, and typing Unlock Format. 

With Sibelius on macOS and Windows, you can copy the layout of a full score or subset to any other score, part, or subset. Previ-
ously it was only possible to copy the layout from one part to another.

To copy the layout of a full score or subset to any other score, part or subset:

1 Do one of the following:

• Go to Parts > Layout > Copy Layout.

• Search for Copy Layout in Command Search. 

2 In the resulting dialog, choose the Source and Destination for where you copy the layout.

Independent Note Spacing
Sibelius now lets you apply note spacing independently between the full score and each score subset. This gives you full control 
of the layout in each subset.

General Score Subsets Improvements
In Sibelius, there several places where subsets appear alongside parts in lists and dialogs (with subsets at the top, followed by parts):

• File > Info

• File > Export > PDF

• Parts > Extract Parts

• Using the Next and Previous shortcuts

Improvements for Tuplets
Sibelius introduces a few improvements for Tuplets to make readability easier and to provide a more consistent look:

• Tuplets now have Auto Bracket turned on by default.

• In Reset Beam Groups, “Separate Tuplets from Adjacent Notes” is now off by default.
 New Features and Improvements in Sibelius 2023.2 4



Dynamic Guitar Staves Improvements
Sibelius now lets you move objects on one staff without affecting the other when using Dynamic Guitar Staves. Previously, if you 
moved slurs, a note’s articulation and even rhythm dots or flipped a stem or changed the size of cue note, the same change would 
be reflected on the dynamically linked guitar stave. Now though, all these things are independent. To reset the positions of these 
objects, you can use Reset Position from the Appearance tab or Command Search.

Objects that can be independent between staves include:

• Note Stem Direction

• Note Cue Size

• Note Articulation Y position

• Note Dot X position

• Slurs flip position

• Note Parenthesis
 New Features and Improvements in Sibelius 2023.2
Another important improvement is that differences between the Dynamic Staves now show in orange when the Differences In 
Parts checkbox is checked in the View tab. See this example where staccatos, cue size, and Parenthesis are all different between 
the notation and tab staves:

The possibility of Note Parenthesis differences have also been added between Score and Parts.
The way Dynamic Guitar Staves relate to Dynamic Parts has been improved as follows: 

• Entering notes on a tab dynamic guitar stave no longer creates note spacing issues in the notation guitar dynamic part.

• In rare cases, deleting one dynamic stave could sometimes delete the other one

• Parts extraction is more reliable

• You can now independently add Staff names to each staff, as well as independently specify note brackets

Additionally, slur geometry can now be different between the notation and tab staves.

Differences in parts indicated in Dynamic Staves by color
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ManuScript Language Improvements
(Sibelius Ultimate Only)

Audio Export Improvements
Sibelius can export audio files in WAV, AIF and MP3 formats with any of the supported bit depths and sample rates (File > 
Export > Audio options). However, the existing ManuScript SaveAsAudio function only supports exporting at 16bit 44.1 kHz. 
Sibelius now provides full ManuScript support for all bit depths and sample rates, letting you export audio in several formats using 
the following syntax.

For WAV and AIF:
SaveAsAudio(filename[,include all staves[,play from start[,bit depth[,sample rate]]]])

For example:
Sibelius.MessageBox("ExportAudioExample");
score = Sibelius.ActiveScore;
score.SaveAsAudio("[filename.wav]", true,true, "16Bit", "44.1kHz");
score.SaveAsAudio("[filename.wav]", true,true, "24Bit", "48kHz");
score.SaveAsAudio("[filename.wav]", true,true, "32Bit", "192kHz");

For MP3 export, Sibelius includes a new function called SaveAsCompressedAudio. This works similarly:
SaveAsCompressedAudio(filename[,include all staves[,play from start[,bit rate[,sample rate]]]])

SaveAsCompressedAudio supports the various bit rates and sample rates already available in Sibelius:

MP3 Bit Rates:
"80kbps"
"96kbps"
"112kbps"
"128kbps"
"160kbps"
"192kbps"
"224kbps"
"256kbps"
"320kbps"

MP3 Sample Rates:
"44.1kHz"
"48kHz"

For example:
score = Sibelius.ActiveScore;
score.SaveAsCompressedAudio("file/location/CompressTestNormal.mp3", true, true);
score.SaveAsCompressedAudio("file/location/CompressTestTiny.mp3", true, true, "80kbps");
score.SaveAsCompressedAudio("file/location/CompressTestBig.mp3", true, true, "320kbps", "48kHz");

SaveAsCompressedAudio function also allows case insensitive arguments, for example: “32BIT, 32bit, 32BiT, 32biT” for bi-
trate.ManuScript and mp3s

For both SaveAsAudio and SaveAsCompressedAudio, Sibelius creates an audio file of the score using File > Export > Audio.

If “include all staves” is true (the default), Sibelius clears any existing selection from the score so every instrument is recorded, oth-
erwise only selected staves are exported. 

If “play from start” is true (also the default), Sibelius records the entire score from beginning to end, otherwise from the current po-
sition of the playback line. 

Note that these functions only have an effect if your current playback configuration consists of solely VST or AU devices. The de-
fault bit rate is 128 kbps and the default sampling rate is 44.1kHz. The functions returns true if successful, otherwise false (includ-
ing if you Cancel during export).
 New Features and Improvements in Sibelius 2023.2
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Technical Support (USA)
Visit the Online Support Center 
at www.avid.com/support
Product Information
For company and product information, 
visit us on the web at www.avid.com

https://www.avid.com/learn-and-support
https://www.avid.com
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