
                    

Avid Workflows for Long GOP MPEG-2 Media

This guide contains information on the following scenarios for importing SD and HD 
Long GOP MPEG-2 files.  

Avid editors (Media Composer and Newscutter) do not currently support non XDCAM 
Long GOP MPEG-2 program stream files natively.  The process of working with these 
files requires an import process which can be aided by one of the 4 workflows described 
below.  Integration with an enterprise level transcode engine such as Anystream (Grab 
Networks), Rhozet, and Telestream will offer a more streamlined solution for sites using 
Avid Media Manager or Avid Interplay with Transfer Manager, via automated transcodes 
and “check-in” to Avid production asset management configurations.  

For those who wish to implement an intermediate level of automation via “watch folders”, 
Sorenson Squeeze is a bundled product with new Avid editors and an efficient tool for 
automating a portion of the transcode and import process.  Manual import steps are still 
required but not on a clip by clip basis.

For those who elect to import Long GOP MPEG-2 media files via 3rd party options, we 
have provided some guidance on how to use these tools on a clip by clip basis for 
transcode and import.

I. Avid workflows with Avid Transfer Manager or Interplay Transfer and 
Anystream (Grab Networks), Rhozet, and Telestream.  The advantages of 
this workflow include the least number of steps to import Long GOP MPEG-2 
media.  Files are automatically “checked-in” with no import time in many Avid 
Media Manager and Avid Interplay workflows.  Rhozet functions similarly but 
does not yet have the ability to automatically “check-in” assets to an Avid 
Media Manager or Interplay workgroups environment.  Check-in would occur 
manually through an editor.

II. Avid workflows with Sorenson Squeeze.  Primary advantages include the 
fact that most Avid editors ship with this software and are able to render to a 
wide range of Avid SD and HD native codecs.  Sorenson Squeeze also 
allows “watch folder” functionality for a semi-automated workflow.  Import 
times into the Avid editor from a Sorenson rendered file may range from 2 
times faster than real-time to 6 times longer than real-time depending on 
media type (SD/HD), target Avid codec, and speed of the CPU.  Transcode 
times to an Avid QT file may vary from 2 to 6 times longer than real-time.

III. Avid workflows with QT Pro and QuickTime MPEG-2 Playback option. 
This process must be performed clip by clip with no batch capability, 
however, 3rd party software is not required.  Transcode and Import times may 
vary from 2 to10 times longer than real-time depending on the media type 
(SD/HD), target Avid codec, and speed of the CPU.

IV. Avid workflows with 3rd party shareware applications. Primary advantage 
is the speed at which some of these 3rd party applications are able to 



transcode to Avid compatible media.  Some allow for batch transcode.  Most 
3rd party options require QuickTime Pro options and Avid QuickTime codecs 
on Mac or PC.  In some testing this method was faster than using QuickTime 
Pro to solely transcode to the Avid codec.

Workflows and products described in this document have not been tested 
in all scenarios, results may vary from site to site.  

Should you need further assistance beyond the description of this document and 
currently participate in the Avid Support program you can contact Avid for further 
assistance at 1-800-NEWS-DNG.  If you need assistance and do not participate in an 
Avid Support program you can contact us at 1-800-800-AVID to purchase a pay per 
incident support program or renew the support on the product/s at your facility.

IN NO EVENT SHALL AVID BE LIABLE FOR SPECIAL, INCIDENTAL, PUNITIVE, INDIRECT, CONSEQUENTIAL OR MULTIPLE DAMAGES, 
OR FOR LOSS OF DATA OR LOSS OF USE DAMAGES (INCLUDING WITHOUT LIMITATION “DOWNTIME”) AND LOST PROFITS, 
ARISING HEREUNDER,  FROM THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ANY DESCRIBED WORKFLOW IN THIS DOCUMENT WITH AVID OR THIRD 
PARTY SOFTWARE SOLUTIONS DESCRIBED IN THIS DOCUMENT.  FEATURES, SPECIFICATIONS, SOFTWARE RELEASE 
VERSIONS, SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS AND COMPATIBILITY ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE.



Avid workflows with Avid Transfer Manager or Interplay Transfer and 
Anystream (Grab Networks), Rhozet, and Telestream

Avid sites utilizing Unity ISIS, Unity MediaNetwork or Unity Lanshare in a Media 
Manager or Avid Interplay environment can implement a Long GOP MPEG-2 file import 
through the established workflow of Avid workgroups integration with Anystream, or 
Telestream.  If you have not implemented this integration please refer to the links below 
for additional information on configuring an automated workflow through Avid Transfer 
Engine or Interplay Transfer and your transcode engine.  In most cases files sent to the 
transcode engine will be sent to the Avid environment with the user defined codec 
preference and automatically “checked-in” to Avid Media Manager or Interplay.  This 
process eliminates the need to go through an Avid import process.

If you do not have Transfer Manager and wish to integrate with these transcode engines, 
a semi-automated workflow can be established through a “watch folder”/”folder 
attendant” scenario where files are sent to a folder on the transcode engine and the 
destination is a pre-set folder or workspace on Unity/ISIS shared storage.  This workflow 
requires a network connection from Unity/ISIS to the transcode engine and that the 
Unity/ISIS client software license be present on the transcode engine to mount the 
appropriate Unity/ISIS workspaces.  Files transcoded and delivered to Unity/ISIS folders 
or workspaces would then need to be imported or ”drag&dropped” to a bin for use by the 
editor.  This method is often a “fast import” process or relink which is several times faster 
than real-time.  This is the primary Rhozet Carbon Coder workflow and can be 
configured similarly for Anystream and Telestream.

To contact Anystream (Grab Networks) technical support
By Phone Inside the United States 888.ANYSTREAM (888.269.7873) International 
Customers: +1.703.450.7030

Telestream and Avid Workflows for News Applications
http://www.telestream.net/pdfs/app-notes/app_Avid_News.pdf

FlipFactory Avid Unity TransferManager Plug-in
Configuration and Installation Guide
http://www.telestream.net/pdfs/app-notes/app_FF_Avid%20TransMgr.pdf

Installing Telestream FlipFactory on Avid Unity
http://www.telestream.net/pdfs/app-notes/app_Installing_FlipFactory_on_AvidUnity.pdf

To contact Rhozet (a division of Harmonic) technical support 
support@rhozet.com

Unity Workgroups 4 Compatibility Matrix (Media Manager, editor, Transfer Mgr.)
http://avid.custkb.com/avid/app/selfservice/search.jsp?DocId=243097&Hilite=

Avid Interplay Transfer Manager Configuration Guide
http://cdn.pinnaclesys.com/SupportFiles/attach/InterplayTransfer_SetupUG.pdf

http://cdn.pinnaclesys.com/SupportFiles/attach/InterplayTransfer_SetupUG.pdf
http://avid.custkb.com/avid/app/selfservice/search.jsp?DocId=243097&Hilite
mailto:support@rhozet.com
http://www.telestream.net/pdfs/app-notes/app_Installing_FlipFactory_on_AvidUnity.pdf
http://www.telestream.net/pdfs/app-notes/app_FF_Avid%20TransMgr.pdf
http://www.telestream.net/pdfs/app-notes/app_Avid_News.pdf


Avid workflow with Sorenson Squeeze

Avid has been bundling Sorenson Squeeze with Media Composer and Newscutter for 
the past 5+ years.  If you’ve purchased Avid editing software in that time frame you likely 
already own this software.  Sorenson Squeeze has the ability to transcode Long GOP 
MPEG-2 files into a native Avid SD or HD media file.  Due to the wide range of editor 
software versions, CPU’s, platforms and Sorenson Squeeze software versions your 
results may vary from what is described below.

Please note:  Sorenson Squeeze versions prior to v5.1 will only accept file names with 
fewer than 31 characters.  For file names longer than 31 characters, you must either 
upgrade your software or rename files prior to processing in Squeeze.

Please note:  If you are running Sorenson Squeeze on a Mac or PC that does not have 
the Avid editing software loaded you will need to download and install the Avid 
QuickTime Codecs and QuickTime Pro options described below.  The Avid QuickTime 
codecs can also be found on your Avid editing software installer.  Launch the installer, 
click on “All Installers” and you should see this option to load the Avid QuickTime 
codecs.

Avid QuickTime Codecs LE v2.1  (or download prior versions to match your editor)
http://avid.custkb.com/avid/app/selfservice/search.jsp?DocId=263545

Additional details on Avid QuickTime codecs and settings recommendations 
http://avid.custkb.com/avid/app/selfservice/search.jsp?DocId=345511

Please Note:  You must have QuickTime Pro and QuickTime MPEG-2 Playback Option 
for this workflow.  You can purchase these Mac or PC QuickTime enhancements at the 
links below. Please be sure to match the upgrades with the appropriate QuickTime 
version compatible with your editor software version.  In many cases it may not be the 
latest QuickTime version.

QuickTime Pro $29.95
http://www.apple.com/quicktime/pro/

MPEG-2 Playback Option $19.95
http://www.apple.com/quicktime/mpeg2/

Once you’ve configured your Avid editor for Sorenson Squeeze and the QuickTime 
options above you are ready to begin.  

1. You could generate a watch folder for SD media, download files to this SD watch 
folder and it can automatically generate an Avid SD codec file and place it in your 
pre-set destination folder.  Create additional watch folders as necessary for HD 
or other SD.  These completed Avid files will then need to be imported into a bin. 

2. You can import a single file and apply a preset setting that matches your 
preferred Avid codec.  This file will then need to be imported into an Avid bin.

For preset Avid filter settings you can visit the Sorenson Squeeze Pre-set Exchange
http://presets.sorensonmedia.com/

http://presets.sorensonmedia.com/
http://www.apple.com/quicktime/mpeg2/
http://www.apple.com/quicktime/pro/
http://avid.custkb.com/avid/app/selfservice/search.jsp?DocId=345511
http://avid.custkb.com/avid/app/selfservice/search.jsp?DocId=263545




Avid workflows with QT Pro and QuickTime MPEG-2 Playback option.

If you do not own one of the transcode applications above you can do a file based export 
of media files via QuickTime Pro to transcode the file to your preferred Avid codec.  This 
process does not offer the advantage of batch transcoding or automated “watch 
folders/folder attendants”, but it’s a simple and effective way to import MPEG-2 program 
stream media without a secondary application.

Please Note:  You must have QuickTime Pro and QuickTime MPEG-2 Playback Option 
for this workflow.  You can purchase these Mac or PC QuickTime enhancements at the 
links below. Please be sure to match the upgrades with the appropriate QuickTime 
version compatible with your editor software version.  In many cases it may not be the 
latest QuickTime version, but many prior versions should work.

QuickTime Pro $29.95
http://www.apple.com/quicktime/pro/

MPEG-2 Playback Option $19.95
http://www.apple.com/quicktime/mpeg2/

Once you’ve configured your Mac or PC with the QuickTime options above you are 
ready to begin.

http://www.apple.com/quicktime/mpeg2/
http://www.apple.com/quicktime/pro/


Avid workflows with 3rd party shareware applications.

Another alternative to dedicated transcode engines is a handful of 3rd party tools that 
allow you to demux and decode MPEG-2 video files.  Below is an example of one that 
has been tested in very limited form.  Please keep in mind that Avid makes no claims to 
performance, stability or version compatibility of these shareware tools.

MPEG Streamclip http://www.squared5.com/  by Squared5 is one we tested briefly.  It 
has the ability to batch transcode a number of files and performs well on both Mac and 
PC.  

Please Note:  You must have QuickTime MPEG-2 Playback Option for this workflow. 
You can purchase this Mac or PC QuickTime enhancement at the link below. Please be 
sure to match the MPEG-2 option with the appropriate QuickTime version compatible 
with your editor software version.  In many cases it may not be the latest QuickTime 
version, but many prior versions should work.

MPEG-2 Playback Option $19.95
http://www.apple.com/quicktime/mpeg2/

http://www.apple.com/quicktime/mpeg2/
http://www.squared5.com/


Sample Avid DV Import dialogue settings

Helpful Hints to improve import times

When you transcode a Long GOP MPEG-2 file with any of the methods above you 
should NOT select “same as source” - you should verify that the Avid SD codec 
resolution is 720x480.

On import of the standard Avid QuickTime 720x480 file it will invoke the “fast import” 
feature which is 3 to 5 times faster than real-time into the Avid.

Please note that the “quality slider” does not affect the bit rate or quality of the video. 
The Avid codec you are exporting or transcoding to will take precedence over any 
“quality slider” changes you make.  You can leave this at the default and the final bit rate 
will equal that of the codec you selected.  

If you choose HD codecs such as DNxHD codecs you will find the best performance and 
quality balance with the selected values of 1920x1080i at 145Mbit 8-bit.  If you are a 
720p facility please confirm your export settings are at a resolution of 1280x720p with 
the Avid DNxHD resolution of 145mbit at 8-bit.  You may also consider importing the HD 
file in the native 1920x1080i resolution and cross-convert in the Avid editor in real-time 
to 720p.  Avid Media Composer v4.x and Newscutter v8.x support real-time mixed-frame 



rate support and resolution support in the same timeline with real-time output to any 
desired codec, including NTSC to PAL and vice versa.


